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#1 - Global Warning: An Urgent Truth
Daniel 2

� Welcome to Keys to Prophecy - a 16-night - 17 topic - seminar based on the Bible - with a focus on Bible prophecy.
� If your passion is prophecy - We will cover lots of it - Daniel 2, 7, 8, 9 and Revelation 7,10, 12, 13, 14 and 20
� We will also cover many Bible teachings which relate to our understanding of prophecy - such as:

Life - Death - Eternal life – The 2  Coming of Christ – Heaven - and Hellnd

� We will focus closely on the problem of evil - Where did evil come from? - How did it originate?
Why was evil allowed? - How did it come to earth? - How will it be solved?

� I love this statement: "The believer in God must explain one thing, the existence of suffering;
the nonbeliever, however, must explain the existence of everything else."

  The Nine Questions People Ask About Judaism, Dennis Prager and Joseph Telushkin

� Charles Darwin - the father of atheistic theory of evolution - initially studied theology - Then...
He looked at the natural world around him in light of the picture of God he was shown by his Christian upbringing

and wrote the following in a letter to his American friend Asa Gray
who was a highly respected botanist - and also a Christian believer:

� With respect to the theological view of the question; this is always painful to me.--I am bewildered.--I had no
intention to write atheistically. But I own that I cannot see, as plainly as others do, and as I should wish to do,
evidence of design and beneficence on all sides of us. There seems to me too much misery in the world. I cannot
persuade myself that a beneficent & omnipotent God would have designedly created the Ichneumonidae  with
the express intention of their feeding within the living bodies of caterpillars, or that a cat should play with mice... 

This was written in 1860 - Let’s try to decipher some of the words
� Theological - From “theology” - Literally - the study of God (theos in Greek) - The study of religion
� Atheistically - From “atheist” - One who does not believe there is a God
� Beneficent - From “benefit” - One who acts with the intention of benefit - do good - to help - not to harm
� Omnipotent - Literally - All potent - All powerful

� The “Ichneumonidae” is a parasitic fly with a long stinger used to insert its eggs inside other living organisms
Which then become the food for the fly larvae to consume while it grows - An innately cruel process

� And have you ever watched a cat play with a mouse - The cat is having lots of fun - 
But the mouse is being slowly tortured to death - An extremely cruel process

Notice - It is a theological concern which Darwin is discussing - which motivated his scientific search
Darwin heard - “God is love” - God created the world - A good God designed everything we see
Darwin saw - The creation is full of cruelty and misery
Darwin had the guts to say - “Wait a minute.  That makes no sense.”
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� Darwin continues - On the other hand I cannot anyhow be contented to view this wonderful universe & especially
the nature of man, and to conclude that everything is the result of brute force. I am inclined to
look at everything as resulting from designed laws, with the details, whether good or bad, left
to the working out of what we may call chance. Not that this notion at all satisfies me .... But the
more I think the more bewildered I become; as indeed I have probably shown by this letter.

The Correspondence of Charles Darwin 8, 1860 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 106. 

� In NATURE Darwin saw a cruel, heartless struggle... - “variation” and “injurious deviation of structure (mutation)
as well as the redundant power of reproduction (overpopulation) which inevitably leads to a struggle for
existence, and, as a consequence, to the natural selection or survival of the fittest... “

� In CHURCH Darwin was taught about an all powerful, all knowing Creator God...
“...an omnipotent and omniscient Creator ordains everything and foresees everything.

� Darwin concluded - “...when I come to think over this I get into an uncomfortable puzzle something analogous with
"necessity & Free-will" or the "Origin of evil" or other subject quite beyond the scope of the human intellect.”

Charles Darwin, The Correspondence of Charles Darwin 8, 1860 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 303

“Thus we are brought face to face with a difficulty as insoluble as is that of free will and predestination.
Charles Darwin, The Variation of Animals and Plants Under Domestication (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1896), 428

Some of these areas like “Free will” and the “Origin of Evil” are subjects we will look at carefully
About which I believe God has revealed answers which we CAN understand

It is clear that Darwin had studied theology, and grappled with Biblical questions and viewpoints.
He was not ignorant of the tough theological issues within Christianity.

But when he studied natural science - he concluded that...
An all powerful, all knowing, all loving God could not pre-ordain such cruelty and death

Popular comedian George Carlin - Who died in 2008 - Reflects views similar to Darwin - in his routine “On Religion”
Carlin, who was raised a Roman Catholic says...

When it comes to [boloney], big-time, major league [boloney], you have to stand in awe of the all-time champion
of false promises and exaggerated claims, religion.... Think about it. Religion has actually convinced people that
there's an invisible man living in the sky who watches everything you do, every minute of every day. And the
invisible man has a special list of ten things he does not want you to do. And if you do any of these ten things, he
has a special place, full of fire and smoke and burning and torture and anguish, where he will send you to live
and suffer and burn and choke and scream and cry forever and ever 'til the end of time! 

  
But He loves you. He loves you, and He needs money! He always needs money! He's all-powerful, all-perfect,
all-knowing, and all-wise, somehow just can't handle money! Religion takes in billions of dollars, they pay no
taxes, and they always need a little more. Now, you talk about a good [boloney] story....

  
...I want you to know, when it comes to believing in God... I really, really tried. I tried to believe that there is a
God, who created each of us in His own image and likeness, loves us very much, and keeps a close eye on things.
I really tried to believe that, but I gotta tell you, the longer you live, the more you look around, the more you
realize, something is [messed] up. 

  
...War, disease, death, destruction, hunger, filth, poverty, torture, crime, corruption... Something is definitely
wrong. This is not good work. If this is the best God can do, I am not impressed. Results like these do not belong
on the résumé of a Supreme Being... I think most reasonable people might agree that he's at least incompetent,
and maybe, just maybe, doesn't give a [rip]... which would explain a lot of these bad results. 

  
So rather than be just another mindless religious robot... aimlessly and blindly believing that all of this is in the
hands of some spooky incompetent father figure who doesn't give a [rip], I decided to look around for something
else to worship. Something I could really count on.... 

And for those of you who look to The Bible for moral lessons and literary qualities, I might suggest a couple of
other stories for you. You might want to look at the Three Little Pigs, that's a good one. Has a nice happy ending,
I'm sure you'll like that.... And...I've always drawn a great deal of moral comfort from Humpty Dumpty. The part
I like the best? "All the king's horses and all the king's men couldn't put Humpty Dumpty back together again."
That's because there is no Humpty Dumpty, and there is no God. None, not one, no God, never was. 
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Ultimately - both Darwin and Carlin - Solved this incompatibility between a good God and a messed up world
by writing God out of the picture - and opting for chance

They preferred to live in a world of blind chance - Than under a God of cruel design - or careless disregard
who claims to be LOVE.

So instead of trying to explain the existence of suffering - in light of God 
They set out to find an explanation for the existence of everything else

In this point, at least, I have to agree with Darwin and Carlin - I will take blind chance over life under a cruel God.
Much of Christianity has so distorted the teaching of Scripture as to make rejection of the Judeo-Christian God - 

the God of the Bible - a plausible and intellectually honest conclusion.

So much of the teaching about God in our world today sounds something like this...
God is love.  
God loves you so much that He wants you to live in heaven with him forever and ever.
God is so wonderful that He gives you a choice - 

You can accept God’s offer of LOVE and He will take you to a wonderful place called Heaven
Where you will live in joy and peace - wealth and pleasure - forever and ever

Or you can reject God’s LOVE - in which case He will kill you - But you won’t really be dead
Instead - God will send you to live forever in an awful hot place called Hell
Where you will endure unimaginable, undying torture and agony in burning flames forever and ever.

If I offered you two pens - a blue one, and a red one - You are free to choose whichever one you like.
However, if you choose the red one, I will kill you.  Is that a real choice?

If I offered you my friendship and love, along with security, wealth and pleasure for the rest of your life...
But threatened to rip you limb from limb - very slowly - if you rejected my friendship and love...

Would you find me attractive?  Would you want a relationship with someone like that?
Yet, that is the picture of God much of Christianity paints for us.

Atheists rightly reject the wrong picture of God - They have just not found and embraced a right picture of God
Possibly because they have not yet seen a picture of God that meets their demand for intellectual honesty
While many Christians believe and teach a view of God which is incompatible with intellectual honesty

So in this seminar - I have a passion that transcends prophecy - For me, prophecy is a means to an end
To share the joy of knowing a God whom it is truly a joy to know - A God you can truly love and trust

I confess - That I do not believe I would be a Christian today if I had not been shown a picture of God which is both
from the Bible and is significantly different than the typical picture of God presented by much of Christianity today.

I don’t want to sound arrogant - like I’m the only one who “gets it.”
I could be wrong - I could be the only one who just doesn’t “get it.”

And - I don’t want to paint other people - other Christians - as either unintelligent, ignorant, or insincere
It is not my prerogative to bash what others believe - who see it different than I do

But I do believe that whatever arguments reside deep in your conscious or subconscious thinking
for dismissing the God of Christianity - Or that make it hard for you to have a relationship with God

Those arguments are likely based on a distortion of God that is taught by much of Christianity as truth

I want to utilize the prophecies and teachings of the Bible to show you a very different picture of God...
A picture of God that, I believe, is much more accurate - 

A God who is truly, only and always love - Beginning to end - Through and through
A God who is light - and in whom is NO darkness at all
A God you can truly know, love and trust - with much AWE - but NO FEAR
A God who offers true freedom - Real love - Eternal joy
A God who makes sense - Who will not torture you eternally if you reject Him
A God who allowed evil because He is love - And who will solve evil through the power of His love alone

This will take some time - We will spend 16 nights covering 17 topics - 17 Keys - Painting a picture of God
Each topic will be one piece in the puzzle - One brush stroke on the canvas - One step in a journey
And if you stick with me to the end - all 16 nights - I believe...

You will come to see God in a way that is clearer, more beautiful, more understandable - intellectually honest
A picture that makes more sense than any you have ever seen before

That is a tall order, I know - It will be a long, but exciting and enlightening journey - So let’s get started.
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� Open your Bibles to Daniel Chapter 2 (856).
� Daniel 2 is the BASIC Bible prophecy - The place to begin any study of Bible prophecy
� This is Key #1 - The foundation for all study of Bible prophecy

Every other symbolic prophecy in Daniel and Revelation will build on this BASIC Bible Prophecy - Daniel 2

What we learn tonight in Daniel 2 is not only important to the subject we are covering tonight
It is important for Monday night when we study Daniel 7  - Antichrist, the Great Pretender
And it will be important for Friday night when we study Daniel 8 - The Time of the End

and next Saturday night when we study Daniel 9 - A Future and a Hope

Daniel 2 is an amazing prophecy where God predicts the rise and fall of earth’s kingdoms
Beginning 600 years before the birth of Christ - Ending with the second coming of Christ and the end of the world
Including the very days in which you and I are living.

� This prophecy is SO SIMPLE - SO AMAZING - SO SPECIFIC that when we are done tonight...
You will see powerful evidence that God is in control of world events
It will confirm your faith in this book - the Bible - And that Jesus is about to return

Some background
Daniel is a captive Jew in Babylon - one of the few men there who serve the true God of heaven.

Daniel is a young man - Based on how long he lived after this story, he could not be more than about 20
He was taken as a hostage slave to Babylon in 605 BC - about 3 years before this story takes place

Daniel is highly educated and occupies a high position of responsibility in the government of Babylon
How he got to that position is the story of Chapter 1 - Which I encourage you to read later on your own.

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, has had a dream - a dream so vivid that he woke up startled - sleepless
With an ominous sense that this dream means something - And he wants to know - NOW

We will be studying a lot more about Babylon in future subjects
Particularly many of the false religious teachings that came from Babylon.
We will see that just about every pagan practice - every pagan belief - every false teaching about God

Every false religion in the world - finds its origin back in ancient Babylon.

Daniel 2:1-2 (856) Now in the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his spirit was1

so troubled that his sleep left him. 
Then the king gave the command to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the2

Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. 

v.1 - Nebuchadnezzar was so troubled by this dream - He couldn’t go back to sleep
� v.2 - So he summoned the elite “wise men” of his kingdom - The magicians, astrologers, sorcerers and Chaldeans

And demanded to know the interpretation of his dream
� Magicians - Fool people by “slight of hand” - the hand is quicker than the eye

into thinking they have supernatural abilities and wisdom
� Astrologers - Believe the supposed movements of the stars influences the affairs of people
� Sorcerers - Claim to communicate with the dead as their source of supernatural insight
� Chaldeans - The closest thing to intellectuals and scholars of that time

Daniel 2:3-4 And the king said to them, “I have had a dream, and my spirit is anxious to know the dream.” 3

Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live forever! Tell your servants the dream,4

and we will give the interpretation.” 

v.3 - The king tells the wise men of his earnest desire to know what this dream means
v.4 - The wise men sound as if this type of request is routine - something they have done many times before

Just tell us what you dreamed - And we will give you the interpretation
These “wise men” claimed to be in contact with the gods who they believed gave the dream

And thus also claimed to be able to interpret dreams from the gods

Now Nebuchadnezzar throws the wise men a curve

Daniel 2:5-9 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “My decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream5

to me, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made an ash heap. 
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However, if you tell the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts, rewards, and great6

honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its interpretation.” 
They answered again and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its7

interpretation.” 
The king answered and said, “I know for certain that you would gain time, because you see that my8

decision is firm: if you do not make known the dream to me, there is only one decree for you! For you9

have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words before me till the time has changed. Therefore tell me the
dream, and I shall know that you can give me its interpretation.” 

The king tells the Wise men to tell him what he dreamed - A demand which appears completely unreasonable
If you came to me for help in understanding a dream - What is the first thing I would ask you? - 

Tell me the dream
And if you responded by saying - No you tell me what I dreamed - I would tell you that you are crazy

The king backs up his ridiculous demand with some powerful incentives
If you tell me what I dreamed - and the interpretation - I will make you rich and famous
If you don’t - I will dismember you and burn your house down

SO - Tell me the dream - AND its interpretation

The wise men protest - and repeat themselves - Tell us the dream and we will tell the interpretation

Now we get some real insight into the mind of Nebuchadnezzar
v.8 - I know you are stalling - But I mean exactly what I have said
v.9 Tell me what I dreamed - Or die. - WHY?

Because I know you are a bunch of liars - Frauds - Corrupt politicians and bureaucrats
Tell me what I dreamed - And then I will KNOW you can give me its interpretation

What is going on here?

� YOUNG KING - Nebuchadnezzar is a young man and a fairly new king.  We know this for two reasons...
It was only the second year of his reign (v.1)

Through history and archaeology, we know he began his reign the summer of 605 BC.
And that he reigned for some 44 years - until 562 BC.

So he had to be young when he became king

� vs. Old Bureaucrats - He doesn’t trust these old geezers - He thinks they are buffoons - Manipulators - Worthless
So he puts them to the test - Put up or shut up
If you are in touch with the gods who gave me the dream - Let them tell you what I dreamed

THEN I will know your interpretation also is true - and came from the gods

Daniel 2:10-13 The Chaldeans answered the king, and said, “There is not a man on earth who can tell the king’s10

matter; therefore no king, lord, or ruler has ever asked such things of any magician, astrologer, or
Chaldean. It is a difficult thing that the king requests, and there is no other who can tell it to the king11

except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.” 
For this reason the king was angry and very furious, and gave the command to destroy all the wise men12

of Babylon. So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise men; and they sought Daniel and13

his companions, to kill them. 

The wise men know they have been had - They are hopelessly cornered - and defeated
They tell the king just how unreasonable and unprecedented his request is

There is not a man on earth who can do what you are asking - It is difficult - impossible - unreasonable
They admit they would have to be in touch with higher gods in order to accomplish the kings demand
They admit their gods are no bigger than they are

So the command was issued - Execute all the wise men - Out with the old - In with the new! - The killing began
Included in this decree are the heroes of our story - Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abedago

Four Jewish captives - Hostages taken from Jerusalem - and re-educated in Babylon’s university
At the close of their training they had been tested personally by the King - who had declared...

These four are 10 times wiser than all the other wise men in Babylon - See Daniel 1
 Though considered part of the wise men, they were evidently not called to the early morning palace meeting

The other wise men were probably jealous and threatened by these young recruits
And left them out when the king called them in to interpret his dream
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Daniel and his friends are surprised when the king’s solders come to round them up for execution

Daniel 2:14-15 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered Arioch, the captain of the king’s guard, who had gone14

out to kill the wise men of Babylon; he answered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is the15

decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel. 

Daniel asks - “What’s the rush?  - Tell me what is going on” - And the captain told him the story.

Daniel 2:16-18 So Daniel went in and asked the king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation. 16

Then Daniel went to his house, and made the decision known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his17

companions, that they might seek mercies from the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that Daniel18

and his companions might not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

Daniel went immediately to the king - and asked for TIME 
Notice v.8 - The king refused to give the old wise men time - But he gives Daniel time

Time to pray to his God for the answers the King is looking for
Why does the king give Daniel time when he refused it to the other wise men?

Probably because Daniel is young - And he had impressed the king with his wisdom (See Daniel 1)
 For whatever reason - The king agrees - The executions are stopped

The lives of all the wise men now rest in Daniel’s hands

Daniel went home and gathered his friends together for prayer - For answers - That they might not die!
Daniel apparently believed in the power of God and the power of prayer.

Daniel 2:19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So Daniel blessed the God of heaven.

Daniel evidently went home - prayed - and then went to sleep - And God gave Daniel a dream! - A night vision
Would you be able to sleep with this death sentence hanging over your head - Or would you pace all night?

When Daniel woke up - He believed that God had heard his prayer and answered it.

The first thing Daniel did was call another prayer meeting - To thank God for answering their prayers - vs.20-23
Then Daniel went to work

Daniel 2:24-26 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He24

went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before the king, and I will
tell the king the interpretation.” 

Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, “I have found a man of the25

captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 
The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known26

to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 

Daniel found the Captain and said - Take me to the king!
And the king makes sure Daniel understands the requirements of his assignment

“Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seem - AND its interpretation?”

Daniel 2:27-30 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the27

wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. But there is28

a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in
the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: As for you, O king,29

thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; and He who
reveals secrets has made known to you what will be. But as for me, this secret has not been revealed30

to me because I have more wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the
interpretation to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your heart.

Now let’s follow Daniel’s word very carefully

First - Daniel reminds the king of the failure of the other wise men - They couldn’t declare the secret
� Then - in verse 28 - Daniel introduces Nebuchadnezzar to his God - The God of Israel

� Daniel informs the king that THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN - 
There is a higher God - “whose dwelling is not with flesh” (v.11) - Unknown to the other wise men

There is no doubt in Daniel’s mind or words - Not “I think” or “There might be” - But there IS
Daniel is a man of certainty - and claims to be in touch with this higher God
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� And what can this God in heaven do? - HE REVEALS SECRETS - even secrets about the future
And this God gave the King his dream - Seeking to inform the King about what the future holds

� To make know to the king what will be IN THE LATTER DAYS

So - from our perspective - We can expect the content of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to span history
From Daniel’s day down the stream of time - All the way to “the latter days” of this world’s history

This is very important - Notice that this vision is for the "latter days." 
Do we live in the “latter days”? - I believe there is good reason to believe that we do

This dream will make that clear - Very clear - As you will see
Therefore  - This is a message for US

Finally - Before Daniel tells the king his dream, he has two more points to make to the king?

First - v.29 - Daniel says, “Let me tell you what you were thinking about before your dream”
King - You have been thinking about what the future holds
You have been laying awake at nights worried about the future.

Do you ever lay awake worrying about the future? - Uncertainty? - Fear?
The bills - The economy - Politics - Terrorism - Your kids - Your marriage - Your job...?

How does Daniel’s God respond to your concerns? - 
He reveals!  He cares!  He communicates! - He knows - He is able - And He shares

There is a lot of misunderstanding about the God of the Bible - A lot of misinformation
And where does most of that misinformation come from?

We will see that in crystal clarity when we look at the Antichrist prophecy of Daniel 7
Daniel says - My God knows - My God cares!

Second - v.30 - Daniel make a disclaimer - I’m just an ordinary guy with an extraordinary God
Daniel steps back - Takes no credit - All the glory goes to His God - His God who cares

God cares about me - Daniel - To give you the information that will save my life from your decree
God cares about you - King - He cares enough to reveal the answers to your concerns

And now - Daniel reveals the dream to the king

Daniel 2:31-36 You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was31

excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome.  This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest32

and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of33

clay. You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron34

and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were35

crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away
so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth. 

The dream is quite simple - Not complex or convoluted - Not at all  hard to remember
A great  image - Impressive - Awesome

Head of gold - Chest and arms of silver - Belly and things of bronze - Legs of iron
Four metals - Decreasing in value - But increasing in strength

 The iron legs divide into feet and toes of iron and clay

Then a stone - “cut out without hands” - Struck the image on the feet of iron and clay - Knocked it down
Crushed the image to powder - And the wind blew it all away - Nothing left

And the stone became a great mountain - and filled the whole earth

Does that “threshing floor” illustration have meaning to you?
In ancient times - They placed grain on a hard, flat rock - Next they beat it to loosen the hulls

Then they threw the grain and hulls up in the air - And the wind would blow the light hulls away
While the heavier grains of wheat fell straight back down - Separating wheat from chaff

Daniel 2:36 This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king.

You  know that by Daniel now had the king’s full attention - and confidence
“This young man actually told me what I dreamed - He’s really got it!”
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If Daniel had been incorrect about the dream - you know the game would have been up in a moment

So knowing that Daniel got the dream right - proves he got it from God who gave the king the dream
Gives us confidence that the interpretation will be genuine - for real deal - reliable - trued
We are going to get a look into the future from God’s perspective

Does God really know the future?

Daniel 2:37-40 You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and37

glory; and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven,38

He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold.
But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze,39

which shall rule over all the earth. 
And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters40

everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 

The explanation is just about as simple as the dream itself
Each metal portion of the image represents a kingdom - A succession of four kingdoms

Note vs. 39 and 40 - “But after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours...”
“Then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth”
“And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron...”

The image represents a succession of four kingdoms - not a succession of four kings within a kingdom
And each kingdom will be a superpower

The head of gold rules “wherever the children of men dwell” - v.38
The belly of bronze “shall rule over all the earth” - v.39
The legs of iron “will break in pieces and crush all others” - v.40

So we have represented a succession of four great kingdoms - four world-class superpowers

What does the head of gold symbolize? - v.37-38
You, Nebuchadnezzar - You rule the world - You and your kingdom are this head of gold.

Daniel is absolutely clear - The head of gold represents Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylonian kingdom.
� Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom of Babylon ruled the then-known world from 605 B.C to 538 B.C. 

Babylon was a mighty nation - the dominant kingdom of that era - and the greatest city on earth at that time
Ancient historians tell us quite a bit about this great city - they claim it was...

The largest city on earth - Some 64 miles around - Walls some 300 feet high 
Archaeology suggests that may be a bit exaggerated

The ruins of Babylon are about 60 miles south of the city of Baghdad - in Iraq
And have been thoroughly excavated - revealing a city about 12 miles in circumference

Walls 25 feet thick - With foundations deep in the ground - Wide enough to hold chariot races on top
Enough vacant land within the walls to grow food for the population
The Euphrates river actually ran under the walls through the city - providing a constant water supply

Babylon was a great religious center - Over 50 pagan temples inside the city.
Including the great temple of Marduk that rose high above ground - The first skyscraper - Called a Ziggurat.

Babylon was known as the golden city
There was a golden image of Baal - And a Golden Table - Together weighing over 50,000 lbs of solid gold
There were two golden lions and a solid gold human sculpture some 18 feet tall 

Nebuchadnezzar’s palace was considered to be the most magnificent building on earth.

� "Time" magazine had an article on Saddam Hussein a few years back
It said that Saddam Hussein's hero was Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon

Saddam claimed to be a direct descendant of Nebuchadnezzar
And his goal was to restore the kingdom and prestige of ancient Babylon

He has aspirations of repeating one of Nebuchadnezzar’s most famous accomplishments
The complete destruction of the Jews and Jerusalem

� v.39 - After you - after Babylon - shall arise another Kingdom - inferior to yours - represented by the arms of silver
Here Nebuchadnezzar hears news he does not like - Bad news - And politically dangerous

Babylon will not last forever - Babylon will eventually fall to another kingdom - an invader
This is news that could embolden Babylon’s enemies - and demoralize its citizens
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This is why - in chapter 3 - Nebuchadnezzar builds a great image ALL of GOLD
And forces everyone - on pain of death - to bow in homage to that image

God said Babylon will fall - Nebuchadnezzar counters with his own statement about the future  
Somehow he thought he could change the facts of history as predicted in his dream

He wanted to convince himself - and everyone else - that Babylon would last forever
He openly disagrees with God - and declares that golden Babylon will not last forever
And forces everyone to swear allegiance to eternal Babylon by worshiping his golden image

Which led to the famous story of the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace
You can read Chapter 3 later tonight

Nebuchadnezzar wanted to re-write the future HIS way - But HE couldn’t do it - And we can’t do it. 
When God says something He means what He says - God knows! - As we shall see

Babylon would fall - And Babylon did fall - To an inferior kingdom - Less glorious - But stronger
As the metals decrease in value -  So they increase in strength

It happened in 538 B.C. - The story is in Daniel 5 - The famous story of the “handwriting on the wall”

Daniel 5:1 (861) - King Belshazzar holds a great feast. - Now this is nearly 70 years after the story in Daniel 2  
On the very night his kingdom would fall, Belshazzar was throwing a party - Wine, women and song

v.2-4 - He drank wine from the sacred vessels dedicated to Daniel’s God - And praised the gods of Babylon

Daniel 5:5-6 In the same hour the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster5

of the wall of the king’s palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king’s6

countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were loosened and his
knees knocked against each other.

A hand appeared - No arm - No body - Just a hand - writing on the plaster of the wall
The king was terrified - “the joints of his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each other”

What a graphic picture of a totally scared drunk - How would you react? - That is spooky!

v.7-9 - The king immediately called his wise men together to read the inscription - But they were unable
v.10-12 - The queen reminded Belshazzar of Daniel - and his previous ability to interpret
v.13 - Daniel - a very old man now - is brought before the king - to read the writing - And give its meaning

After giving Belshazzar a little sermon about his stubborn and rebellious heart
Daniel reads and interprets the writing

Daniel 5:25 And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

� v.25 - MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.
TEKEL - from the verb “to weigh” - The name of a minted coin of a “tekel” weight - Like an “ounce” of gold

A tekel could be of gold, silver, or other less valuable metal
Same as the Hebrew “shekel” - See Genesis 24:22 (20); Exodus 30:13 (81)

MENE - from the verb “to number” or “to count” - The name of a minted coin worth a “number” of tekels -
 A “mene” was worth 50 or 60 tekels - Like a $50 bill

Same as the Hebrew “mina” - See Ezekiel 45:12 (851); Luke 19:12-25 (1016)
UPHARSIN - from the verb “to divide” or “to split” - The name of a minted coin worth a half-tekel

“Upharsin” is the plural - “half-tekels” - Like half-dollars
The singular form is “PERES” - a “half-tekel” - Like a half-dollar

Same as Hebrew “beqa” - See Genesis 24:22 (20)

So this is a cryptic phrase which literally says: Numbered, numbered, weighted, divided
But to the people of that day it would say: 50 shekels, 50 shekels, a shekel and a half

Or in our modern language: 50 dollars, 50 dollars, a dollar and a half
It was not hard to read - But what could it possibly mean?  That was the mystery

Daniel 5:26-28 This is the interpretation of each word. 26

Mene: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 
27 Tekel: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 
28 Peres: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians.

Daniel interprets the phrase based on the root meaning of the words, not on the monetary values
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� v.26 MENE - means “numbered” - God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it.
God has done the math - Then double checked His work - And found things do not add up

� v.27 TEKEL - means “weighed” - You are weighed in the balances, and found wanting.
This is a judgment concept - Lady Justice carries a scales - weighing out the evidence
When put on the scales - Babylon is found to be a fraud - Belshazzar is an empty suit 

Lots of glitz but no real value or substance
� v.28 PERES - The singular form of “UPHARSIN” - means “divided”

Your kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. 
The consonants in “peres” match the consonants in “Persians” - A linguistic alliteration

Daniel 5:29-31 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a chain of gold29

around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the
kingdom. That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. And Darius the Mede received30 31

the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

� We don’t need to guess who the silver represents - The Bible and history concur - Medo-Persia overthrew Babylon
A coalition kingdom of the Medes and the Persians - Ruled from 538 to 331 BC

Early on the Medes were the stronger partner - But later the Persians came to dominate
So much so that history usually refers to this kingdom simply as Persia

Now here is something really amazing - Over 150 years prior to the event - God had predicted...
- What nation would overthrow Babylon - It would be the Medes
- The name of the man who would capture Babylon - and how he would do it

� Isaiah 13:17-19 (666) Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them,17

Who will not regard silver; and as for gold, they will not delight in it.
Also their bows will dash the young men to pieces,18

And they will have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye will not spare children.
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldeans’ pride,19

Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.

Jeremiah 51:11,28 (700) - Written some 50 years prior to the fall of Babylon predicts the same thing

� Isaiah 44:24-28 (700) Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb:24

“I am the LORD, who makes all things, Who stretches out the heavens all alone,
Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself;

Who frustrates the signs of the babblers, and drives diviners mad;25

Who turns wise men backward, and makes their knowledge foolishness;

� ...Who says to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be inhabited,’ to the cities of Judah, ‘You shall be built,26

And I will raise up her waste places;’
Who says to the deep, ‘Be dry!  And I will dry up your rivers’;27

Who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure,28

Saying to Jerusalem, “You shall be built,” and to the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.”’”

� Isaiah 45:1-2 (701) Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have held—1

To subdue nations before him and loose the armor of kings,
To open before him the double doors, so that the gates will not be shut:
"I will go before you and make the crooked places straight;2

I will break in pieces the gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron.”

� Cyrus wasn't even born yet, but God names him and describes him. 
Not only did God name the General who overthrew Babylon - but he also told us how he would do it!

God actually predicts three things relating to Cyrus
� 44:27 - The river would be dried up
� 45:1 - Cyrus would find the double door gates open
� 44:28 - Cyrus would give the decree for Jerusalem and the temple to be rebuilt

Prophecy was fulfilled - Amazing - Written by Isaiah nearly two centuries before it came to pass.
Jerusalem had not even been destroyed yet - So it predicts both a destruction - and then a rebuilding

Babylon conquered Jerusalem in 605 BC - Finally destroying the city and temple in 586 BC
Babylon then fell to the Medes and Persians in 538 BC
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How did the Medes and Persians overthrow the seemingly unconquerable city of Babylon?
A city with a 20 year food supply and an unlimited water supply?

History tells us when the Medes and Persians - with Cyrus as general - actually came to the walls of Babylon
the Babylonians threw their food over the walls and mocked the armies of Darius and Cyrus

Cyrus put the city under siege anyway - with soldiers blocking all the gates and highways
And camped the bulk of his army a short distance upriver 
There several hundred thousand soldiers began digging diversion canals in the flat desert

On the night of Belshazzar’s feast - Cyrus’ soldiers broke the dikes to those diversion canals
Temporarily lowering the water in the riverbed

The Medo-Persian army marched down the soggy river-bottom - Under the walls - Inside the city
There were walls along each side of the river - But the guards were drunk and the gates left open
And Babylon fell - (1) Without a fight

(2) On a night when she was stronger than ever
(3) In the midst of a drunken party

And then this same Cyrus - within a couple of years - Gave the long awaited decree
for the Jews to return and rebuilt Jerusalem and the temple

� The Bible named Babylon - the head of Gold
The Bible named Medo-Persia - and Cyrus - the chest and arms of silver - to overthrow Babylon

Medo-Persia was the dominant world kingdom for just over 200 years - Ruling from 538 to 331 B.C.
And Darius - named in Daniel 5 as taking control of Babylon - was probably a general under Cyrus

who managed the affairs of the city of Babylon while Cyrus spent the next year completing his conquests

But the prophecy continues…
� Next, We have the belly and thighs of bronze.

v.39 - "and another, third kingdom of bronze, which shall bear rule over all the earth." 
Now, what was this third kingdom of bronze that was to follow Medo-Persia?  

Again, we don't have to guess.  We can go to...

Daniel 8 (866) - In Daniel 8 we have two beasts which we will study on in an upcoming presentation - A ram and a goat
The ram comes first - But is then overpowered and destroyed by the goat

v.20 - The ram which you saw, having two horns – they are the kings of Media and Persia.
Under the symbol here of a ram, we see the kings of Media and Persia - the Medo-Persian kingdom

And then it tells us what kingdom will follow Medo-Persia - Represented by the goat
v.21 -  And the male goat is the kingdom of Greece...

And just as the Bible says - The third kingdom to rule the earth was Greece
� Under Alexander the Great - Greece quickly conquered Medo-Persia in 331 B.C. and ruled until 168 B.C. 

Alexander - One of the greatest military leaders of all time -
Conquered the then-known world in 7 years - by the time he was just 33 years old

And died drunk not far from the site of ancient Babylon

� But now the Bible goes on to say - we have the fourth metal - the Legs of Iron
v.40 - And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron…

� History is undisputably clear - The kingdom to follow Greece was Rome
A powerful kingdom that ruled the world over 600 years - from 168 BC to AD 476
Represented in the image by the Legs of Iron

Charles Gibbon, the great 18  century historian - speaks of the "iron monarchy" of Rometh

Rome was ruling in the days of Jesus

Now - If you and I were predicting the future, it would be logical to continue a succession of kingdoms - 
After Rome would rise a 5 , a 6 , then a 7  kingdom - and so on - Isn’t that how history works?th th th

But what happened to Rome? - Was it overthrown by a 5th ruling empire?  What nation overthrew Rome?
Rome was the last world empire - It was divided - Carved up into many smaller kingdoms

And that’s exactly what the prophecy predicts



Global Warning: An Urgent Truth Keys to Prophecy  - #1 Page 12.

Daniel 2:41-43 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be41

divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And42

as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and
partly fragile. As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they43

will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay.

Rome simply fell apart
Barbarian tribes that migrated down from the north - carved up Rome - one piece at a time - 

With the last piece - The city of Rome itself - polished off in 476 AD

In perfect fulfillment - Rome did not fall to another powerful 5  kingdomth

History reveals a succession of four kingdoms - Babylon - Medo-Persia - Greece - Rome
Since then there has been division

       God says Rome, the fourth kingdom, will be divided, like the feet and toes of iron and clay
Some divisions will be weak like clay  - Others strong like iron

The legacy of the iron - of Rome - will continue on - But not as a cohesive nation

How many toes does a normal person have? 10
And that matches the divisions of Rome - Into 10 kingdoms - from which came the nations of western Europe

� ALAMANNI (German)
� BURGUNDIANS (Swiss-Austrian) 
� FRANKS (French)
� VISIGOTHS (Spanish) 
� SUEVI (Portuguese)
� ANGLO SAXONS (English)
� VANDALS (North Africa) - destroyed in 533
� HERULI (Italy) - destroyed in 493
� OSTROGOTHS (Italy) - destroyed in 538
� LOMBARDS (Italian)

Notice - Three of these tribes were completely destroyed - leaving no legacy in modern Europe
The destruction of three of these tribes is the fulfillment of another prophecy we will study

But there’s more

v.43 - “they will mingle with the seed of men, but they will not adhere to one another”
Mingling seed - means - intermarriage - Alliances between kingdoms based on political marriages

Since the fall of Rome - The various nations have tried to reunite the old Roman Empire
through marriages and wars

God predicted it - “they will mingle with the seed of men” - and that’s exactly what happened - 
God also predicted it would not work - “They will not adhere to one another”

� In the Frederiksberg Castle, in Denmark - On the wall of the royal chambers is a family tree - showing that...
At the time of King Frederick and Queen Diana - All royal families of Europe were related through marriage

The reuniting of the old Roman Empire was attempted by many - including...
�� �� �� Charlemagne - Charles V - Louise the 14  - Napoleon - Kaiser Wilhelm - Hitlerth

The 1  World War was one big family argument - All heads of state on both sides were relatedst

God said they would try - But they would not stick

I have two grand uncles - Who preached in the major cities across the United States in the 1930s and 40s
When Hitler appeared unstoppable - With nothing but England and Churchill standing in his way

My uncles drew crowds with the title - “Seven Words that Spell the Doom of Hitler”
� They predicted Hitler would fail because Daniel’s prophecy said - “They will not adhere to one another”

At the time that was gutsy - And it turned out to be right - Prophecy is reliable

These few words have stopped warriors, kings and dictators in their tracks.  
But they will not adhere to one another - even as iron does not mix with clay.  

The most powerful men of Europe - Stopped by seven words written 2500 years ago.
When Napoleon was defeated in 1815 at the Battle of Waterloo, it is reported that he said,

"God All Mighty is too much for me." Indeed He is.

Isn’t it good to know there is a God in heaven who is still in control of this world and has a divine plan?



Global Warning: An Urgent Truth Keys to Prophecy  - #1 Page 13.

Now - are you ready for the most exciting part of it all…

Daniel 2:44-45 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed;44

and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain45

without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great
God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its
interpretation is sure.

� v.44 - In the days of these kings - During the time of the divided kingdoms that came out of ancient Rome
 the God of heaven will set up a kingdom - which will never be destroyed

Has that eternal Kingdom of God been set up yet?
So what does that say about our present day? - Where do we fit into this prophetic scenario?

Down in the feet of iron and clay - The way Europe is now - and has been for over 1500 years

� These feet and toes include our day - (476 AD to Present) - Because the next kingdom has not happened yet!
The next great kingdom will be the Kingdom of Heaven

And how will that kingdom come about?

� v.45 The Rock is “cut out...without hands” - This is not a human event - But something from outside the human realm
Human wars or political alliances will not unite the world - No human attempt will succeed
Not even Christianity will succeed in bringing the world under control

� But God is going to break in from outside our world - And set up His eternal kingdom
Everything is in place. The next world kingdom will be God's eternal kingdom!

And at that time what will happen to all the other kingdoms of this world?
They will be ground to powder - blown away - Absolutely nothing will be left
Nothing transitions into that eternal kingdom except people - You take nothing else with you

� Revelation 21:1-5 (1189) - Paints a beautiful picture of this coming kingdom

� Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there1

was no more sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,2

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the3

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will
be with them and be their God. 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.� 4

There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these5

words are true and faithful.”

� This Rock is non other than the return of Jesus Christ - A global transition into God’s eternal kingdom
Jesus spent his last night on earth before his crucifixion with his disciples

He began to share with them that he was leaving - going away
They panicked - And Jesus made this promise - Recorded in John 14:1-3

� John 14:1-3 (1042) Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house1 2

are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. and 3

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also. 

Jesus promised to return - This prophecy places that return as the next great event in world history
This prophecy has been absolutely fulfilled - in every detail - down to the present time

Only the STONE portion is still future
I believe the evidence points to the overwhelming accuracy - and reliability of Daniel’s prophecy

History is not destined to be an unending series of evolutionary cycles - And END is coming
Jesus Christ is coming very soon to take us all home! 

In just a few nights - we will study the exciting prophecies about Jesus second coming
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� Our first KEY to Prophecy is this Image of Daniel 2 - God’s outline of world history
Every other prophecy in Daniel and Revelation will build on this basic outline

������ Babylon - Medo-Persia - Greece - Rome - Division - God’s Eternal Kingdom
Memorize that - We will refer back to it when we study Daniel 7, 8 and 9

No other prophet has given a prophecy that matches this one in its...
Amazing simplicity - Comprehensive perspective - Demonstrated accuracy

What do we learn from this prophecy tonight? - We have compelling evidence that...

� 1.  God KNOWS - the future
That the Bible is something more than just an anthology of old fables and legends

We have copies of the book of Daniel in the Dead Sea Scrolls - dating back to 200 years before Christ
We know this was written long before these historical events developed
Our hindsight gives us verification that God truly knows the future

� Isaiah 46:9-10 (703) Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other;9

I am God, and there is none like Me,

Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done,10

Saying, “My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure...”

� 2.  God CARES about people - He is love - He is personal - Even for those who don’t know or accept him
A God who is personal - who desires contact - a relationship - with people on earth
God cares about a pagan king’s concerns - and about a young slave Daniel’s life

He does not stop all evil - But He steps in to let us know that He is there and that there is Hope

� 3.  If God knows the future - And He truly cares about people - Then we have evidence to conclude that...
God knows and cares about YOU - and YOUR future
God can be trusted to have your best good in mind

To look ahead and guide you skillfully in your present towards your future

SOME FINAL QUESTIONS
What does it feel like in your heart when you hear this compelling evidence that Jesus is coming soon?

Is it good news?  Or bad news?  - I suppose that could be determined by several factors

1. What is this God like? - This God who is coming back to set up His eternal kingdom?
Is He someone you would really want to live with forever?
Or do you find yourself choosing life with Him forever merely to avoid the other option - Hell?
And if this God gives you a heaven or hell option - is that really a free choice? - Is He really love?

Our picture of God is so important to our ability to have a relationship with Him - To experience His love
Some incredible and uncredible things have said about God - Monstrous things

Making God seem to be someone to fear - harsh - unfeeling - vindictive - dangerous - distant
Not someone we would be looking forward to facing in person - or living with forever

Is God really someone we will want to live with forever?
Or will we put up with Him simply because it beats the alterative?

2. What will God’s kingdom be like?
A harp and a halo? - An eternal sing-along in the sky? An unending church service?

Is heaven going to really be a life that we will find worth living - forever?

3. How can I be ready? - If Jesus were to come tonight - or tomorrow - are you ready?  
How can you know you are ready? - Whenever He chooses to show up and set up His eternal kingdom?
How can you face that ultimate event with peace, assurance, even anticipation?

Those are all compelling questions - which we will seek to answer as we continue in our seminar
Tomorrow night - in particular - we will focus on how we can know we are ready for the coming of Jesus

How we can face the end of the world with a quiet, peaceful assurance - even anticipation
And in the process we will also learn some vital truths about what God is really like

that I believe will increase our desire and ability to understand His love and have a relationship with Him

� Tomorrow night - “Global Solution: A Vital Truth” - How to know your future is secure


